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warm broth with spice may be employed.
In verv severe cases, or where medical aid
is’ difficult to be obtained, from twenty to
forty drops of laudanum may be given in
any of the warm drinks previously recom-
mended. ’

These simple means are proposed as re-
sources in the lllclpient stage of the disease
where medical aid has not yet been ob-
tained.
In reference to the further means to be

adopted in the treatment of this disease, it
is necessary to state that no specific remedy
has yet been ascertained; nor has any
plan of cure been sufficiently commended by
success to warrant its express recommenda-
tion from authority. but the greatest confi-
dence may be reposed in the intelligence and
zeal which the medical practitioners of this
country will employ in establishing an ap-
propriate method of cure.

Signed by HwxY HALFORD,
the President of the Board.

HENRY HALFORD,

CASE OF

INDIAN CHOLERA,
WITH REMARKS.

By WILLIAM BIRTWHISTLE, Esq., M.R.C.S.,
London.

THE extensive ravages lately committed
by cholera morbus on the Continent of Eu-
rope, and its present prevalence so near to
this country, have naturally directed the at-
tention of the profession, and the public in
general, to its progress. Every circum-
stance, therefore, tending to illustrate this
fatal malady, cannot but be highly interest-
ing to your readers.

It has been doubted bv many whether the
disease now raging in Europe be really the
same with that which has been so long the
scourge of India. The following well-
marked cases of Indian chole, occurred

during’ my late residence at Calcutta, on
board one of the Hon. Company’s ships.
The disease was then raging on shore, and
in several of the neighbouring ships, with
destructive violence.

CASE I.

Gunner William Turner, mtat. 70, com-
plained to me on the morning’ of the 3rd of
December last, of feeling’ himself somewhat
unwell. He stated that he had passed a

restless night, having been frequently dis-
tuibed with painful twitchings in his fingers
and toes, accompanied with some degree of
nausea and oppression of the prieeordia..
There was also an appearance of languor I
and lassitude about him, with a blanched,
heavy, and anxious conntenance, a slow, i

weak, and labouring pulse, oppressed breath.
ing, and the skin occasionally breaking out
into cold clammy sweats.

I These precursory signs of cholera were
quickly followed by the mostalarming symp-
toms of the disease. The spasms now at-
tacked the extremities and abdominal mus-
cles, gradually increasing in strength and
duration, and producing indescribable agony.
The vomitings and purgings were frequent,
indeed almost incessant, and most distress-
ing, the discharges being first of a mixed
character, afterwards watery, and then as-

suming a bilious aspect. The pulse was
now small, quick, and contracted, varying
however somewhat in frequency and power,
according to the absence or presence of the
spasms. During the intervals of the spasms,
the appearance of the patient was prostrate,
and scarcely exhibiting any signs of life-
indeed many of the by-standers thought the
man dead. I immediately had him placed
in a bath at a very high temperature, gave
him large doses of laudanum, and strong
brandy made warm, which were at first re-

jected, but after persevering some time, re-
tained, and had six men to rub him with
mustard, hot flannels, and stimulating em-
brocations over the whole body. By these
means some degree of reaction took place,
when I opened a vein in the arm, and ab-
stracted fourteen ounces of blood. This at
first flowed with difficulty, indeed only in
drops, but in a short time it came away in
a full, continuous, stream, affording the
most decided relief to the symptoms. The
stomach having now become tolerably tran-
quil, I administered a scruple of calomel,
combined with two grains of opium, with a
view of still further allaying the irritation
of the mucous lining, and stimulating the
gorged liver to relieve itself by a flow of
secretion.
He continued easy until the next day,

when the symptoms returned with increased
violence. Bv the use, however, of the same
means, and a further abstraction of blood to
twelve ounces, complete and permanent re,
lief was obtained. He gradually regained
his strength, requiring only small doses of
ol. ricini, and on the tenth day after the at-
tack was convalescent.
Two days afcer the preceding case, I was

called to attend a seaman on board the
" Susan," in the absence of Mr. Lawson
the surgeon. He was twenty-eight years
of age, and of a remarkabl stout and healthy
appearance. The symptoms were similar to
those related above, the same remedisswere
employed (bleeding being of course carried
to a much greater extent), and I am happy
to say with the same fortunate result.

Remarks.&mdash;The hot water bath is a most

important remedy in this disease ; it ex-

cites the arterial system, equalises the cir-
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culation, and produces a flow of perspira-
tion. But in consequence of the difficulty
which is generally experienced in obtain-

ing it on board ship, especially in small

vessels, and the unavoidable fatigue and ex-
posure in removing the patient from and to
his bed, it is but seldom had recourse to. I
believe, however, that the hot air-bath
would be equally, if not more, efficacious,
and I think that its immediate application
in the congestive stage would be highly
beneficial. The patient could be placed
between blankets in his bed, and this

powerful stimulant applied without any in-
convenience, and what is of more conse-
quence, without loss of time. The late Dr.

Armstrong gave it the preference in most
cases to the hot water-bath, and there were
few more accurate observers.

I think there can be no question about
the non-contagious nature of this disease,
and yet it is difficult to explain its origin
and progress by atmospheric influence.
The vessels at Calcutta lay in a line two a-
breast, one side of which is frequently se-
verelv attacked with cholera, whilst the
other is totally or comparatively free from
it. Now, if the atmosphere were contami-
nated with anv infectious matter, this could
not, one would imagine, be the case. These
vessels lay within a few yards of each other,
constant communication taking place be-
tween them (no precaution being taken to
prevent it), and were it contagious it must
have become universall prevalent. The

quarantine laws cannot, therefore, offer any
safeguard to this disease. The regulations
issued by the Board of Health, in the
event of the disease reaching this country,
may tend to calm the public mind, but 1
have no hesitation in saying that experience
would prove them utterly useless in arrest-
ing- its progress.

Mite End Road, Oct. 24, 1831.

EFFECT OF

EXCITEMENT OF THE CEREBELLUM

UPON THE GENITAL ORGANS.

To the Euitor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;If menstruation ever occur during-
hanging, I am inclined to think that, in the
present state of our knowledge upon the
subject, we ought to conclude that it is pro-

auced by the violent muscular action Intowhich ttje uterus, with the other contrac-
tile organs, is thrown during the fatal strug-
gle. Yet there are some reasons for enter- I

taining a dirierent opinion. I’acts, which
are numerous, prove, that if, by any cause,
the cerebellum is disturbed in its action, the
genital org’ans also may be excited. But

although the venereal sensation will imme-
diately determine menstruation when there
is a tendency to it, there is, I presume, no
proof adduced that menstruation is the ef-
fect of hanging.

With all due deference, I am surprised at
your-last correspondent’s doubts, whether
hanging can so affect the ceoebelhem as tn excite
the amative organs; and 1 maintain that apo-
plexy and mishaps in the neighboxcrhood of
the cerebellum have not this effect. Many
infatuated wretches have made use of sus-

pension to produce those pleasures which
they have been unable to obtain by natural
means; and thus have obtained a prolonged
sexual orgasm. M. de Seze gives instances
of this. Blisters and stimulants to the oc-

ciput have often produced genital excite-
ment. The engorgement of the cerebellum,
occasioned by the inhalation of irrespirable
gases, may have a similar effect, as Fontana
found pleasure in the lethargy caused by
carbonic acid gas. It is curious that sen-
sual pleasures may be derived not only from
the degree of pain which Rousseau endured
and employed, but also from the most dread-
ful of deaths, apoplexy and suffocation.

I will conclude these hasty remarks with
a few extracts which I have translated from
Serres’ Antttom of the Brain, and if your
correspondent will consult that work, 1 think
he witi not doubt the powers of the cerebel-
lum over the genital organs.

S&eacute;galas found, and M. Serres repeated,
the experiments, that " if a stiletto is

plunged into the cerebellum of a guinea-
pig’, in the direction of the superior part of
the medulla spinalis, erection of the penis
is caused ; and if the instrument is con-

tinued into the spinal marrow, seminal eja-
culation takes place.

" Dr. Romel observed, at the hospital St.
Antoine, an apoplectic female, seventy
years of age. He remarked, that menstru-
ation, which had ceased many years before,
reappeared during the course of the disease.
From this circumstance he concluded, that
the apoplexy might be cerebellal ; this
was found to be the fact, and the uterus
was filled with coagulated blood, and its
tissue, as well as that of the fallopian tubes
and ovaries, was phlogosed.
"A girl, abandoned to a premature in-

dulgence in venereal pleasures, prostrated
herself to satisfy her desires, et se (t it

toutes les man&oelig;uvres de la masturbation. She

fell into a state of nymphomania. She died,and an induration of the middle lobe of the
cerebellum was found, with other appear-
ances indicative of chronic inflammation of
the part."
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